
 
 

Notes. The first lottery run by the Virginia Company to raise money for their fledgling colony 
was held from March to July 1612 (see Johnson). It is highly probable that this poem was first 
circulated some time during those few months, a period in which the lottery-and especially its final 
drawing-commanded significant public attention in London, and in which the wave of Anglo-Scots 
violence documented in “They beg our goods, our lands, and our lives” was triggering a spike in 
anti-Scots sentiment at court and in the capital. The American colony and anti-Scots sentiment had 
been yoked together before. In Jonson, Chapman and Marston’s 1605 Eastward Ho, Captain 
Seagull wishes that “a hundred thousand” of the Scots were in Virginia, “for we are all one 
countrymen now, ye know; and we should find ten times more comfort of them than we do 
here” (3.3.42-45).  

“De Scoto-Britannis” 

If either lotteryes or lottes 

Could rid us of these rascall Scotts;  

Who would not venter then with thankes; 

Although hee drew nothinge but blankes?

But since Virginia made the toombe

For us, to make these rogues more roome; 

Let them be gulld  that list to bee;  

Virginia getts no more of mee. 

 
Source. Bodleian MS Rawl. Poet. 26, fol. 1r  

E3 

 
1   blankes: losing lots.  

2   Virginia made the toombe: the fledgling settlements in Virginia witnessed high mortality rates during 
these early years.  

3   gulld: deceived. 
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