
 
 

Notes. This poem refers to the Sanquhar-Turner murder case of May-June 1612. On Tuesday, 
23 June 1612, Robert Carlyle and James Irwin, the assassins commissioned by Robert Crichton, 
Earl of Sanquhar to murder the fencer John Turner, were tried and convicted for the crime. They 
were hanged early in the morning of Thursday 25 June on a gallows in Fleet Street (Chamberlain 
1.362). Our poem’s reference to “scotts” (plural) being hanged “Just att Whitefriers gate” (the 
Whitefriars was just off Fleet Street), indicates that the verse was celebrating Carlyle’s and Irwin’s 
imminent executions and was probably written sometime between their trial and their hanging. 
Sanquhar himself was tried on Saturday 27 June and executed “before the coort gates” two days 
later (Newsletters from the Archpresbyterate of George Birkhead 172). Lines 5-8 of this libel are 
very similar to the closing couplet in the Chamberlain transcription of the poem “They beg our 
goods, our lands, and our lives”.  

Now doe your selves noe more so deck 

In such greate pompe and state 

For scotts must hanged bee by th’ neck 

Just att Whitefriers gate 

Therefore beeware, and take good heede 

Though you doe thus undoe us 

Least that you live in greater neede 

Then when you first came to us 

God long preserve us, our Royall king 

And grante him long to live 

And save us all from pistoling

Which Scotts beegin to give: 

 
Source. BL MS Egerton 2230, fol. 70v  

E2 

 
1   pistoling: Turner was shot to death with a pistol.  

E2  Now doe your selves noe more so deck 
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