I3 Even such is tyme, which takes in trust

Notes. This poem, accepted as the work of Ralegh, exists in many manuscript sources, and
clearly contributed to the vogue for epitaphs on him. This self-penned epitaph is an adaptation of
the last stanza of an earlier Ralegh poem, titled in one copy “S.W.R. On his Mistresse
Serena” (Ralegh, Poems 112-14; Trevelyan 174, 546).

“Sir Walter Raleigh’s Epitaph on his owne death. Novemb: 1618”

Even such is tyme, which takes in trust
Our youth, our joyes, and all wee have.
And payes us but with age & dust,
Within the darke & silent grave:
When wee have wandred all our wayes, 5
Shuttes up the story of our dayes.
And from which death, & grave, & dust,

The Lord will rayse mee up | trust.

Source. Bodleian MS Rawl. Poet. 26, fol. 2r
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fol. 4v; Houghton MS Eng. 628, p. 385; Rosenbach MS 1083/16, p. 109

13




