Oii5 And wilt thou goe, great Duke, and leave us heere

Notes. This is by far the sharpest and widest-circulated of the attacks preceding Buckingham’s
expedition to the lle de Ré in the summer of 1627. On the possible attribution of this poem to John
Marston, see Brettle.

“Upon the Duke of Buck. his goeing to Ree”

And wilt thou goe, great Duke, and leave us heere

Lamenting thee and eke thy Pupill deare

Great Charles? Alas! who shall his Scepter sway,

And Kingdome rule now thou art gone away?

Are there noe Whores in Court to stay thee? Must 5
Thy hate to France and Spaine exceed thy Lust?

Hast thou no Neece to marry? Cannot an Inne

Or bawdyhouse afford thee any kinne

To cuckold Lords withall?" Hast not a Foe

To poison heere at home?? And wilt thou goe 10
And thinke the Kingdome plagu’ed sufficiently?

Most gracelesse Duke, wee thanke thy charitie,

Wishing the Fleet such speed, as thou but lost,

Though wee bee conquer’d, wee have quitted cost.
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Oii5

1 Hast thou no Neece...cuckold Lords withall: allusion to Buckingham’s notoriously aggressive pursuit
of socially and politically advantageous marriages for his close (and distant) kindred.



2 Hast not a Foe...at home: George Eglisham, a former physician to James | and to James, the Marquis
Hamilton, published a tract in 1626 accusing Buckingham of poisoning the King, Hamilton and several

other nobles who had crossed his intentions at court.




